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SUBJ: PRESIDENT ASAD COMMENTS ON LEBANON AND PLO TO AMERICAN 
VISITOR 

1. DECEMBER 27 PRESS CARRIED ERONT-PAGE REPORT OP 
MEETING BETWEEN PRES ASAD AND U.S. STATE LEGISLATOR 
PROM COLORADO, DR SAMIR ZAKHEM, PREVIOUS NIGHT. EMBASSY 
CONTACTED ZAKHEM PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE PROM DAMASCUS, 

AND IN RATHER HURRIED AND ABBREVIATED TALK WHILE PACKING 
ZAKHEM GAVE EMBOPF IMPRESSIONS OF CONVERSATION WITH ASAD. 

2. ZAKHEM, WHO HIMSELF OF LEBANESE ORIGIN, SAID HE HAD 

BEEN DISTURBED BY ASAD'S COMMENT THAT "DURING LEBANESE CRISIS 
I CAME TO REALIZE HOW MUCH SYRIA AND LEBANON WERE ONE COUNTRY." 
ZAKHEM SAID ASAD THEN REVIEWED FOR HIM HOW LEBANON HAD 
BEEN CARVED OUT OF SYRIA IN 1919. ZAKHEM NOTED ALSO 
THAT ASAD DID NOT INDICATE HOW LONG SYRIAN TROOPS WOULD 
REMAIN IN LEBANON. 

3. ASKED WHAT COMMENTS ASAD HAD MADE ABOUT PALE- 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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STINIANS, ZAKHEM SAID HE WAS LEFT WITH IMPRESSION THAT 
YASIR ARAFAT MAY NOT BE OCCUPYING HIS PRESENT POSITION 
MUCH LONGER. ASAD PRAISED SAIQA LEADER ZUHAYR MUHSIN 
(WHOM ZAKHEM ALSO MET WITH) AND CONTRASTED HIM WITH 
PFLP OP GEORGE HABASH, WHOM SYRIAN PRES. CHARACTERIZED 
AS "MURDERERS." ACCORDING TO ZAKHEM, ASAD DESCRIBED 
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ALL PALESTINIANS WHO RESISTED SYRIAN POLICY IN LEBANON 
AS "MURDERERS.” 

4. ZAKHEMEXPRESSED TO ASAD HOPE THAT PRES WOULD 
RECEIVE INVITATION EROM PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER TO 
VISIT U.S., AND ASKED EOR ASAD'S TENTATIVE REACTION IF 
SUCH INVITATION PROFFERED. ASAD SAID HE DID NOT SEE 
THIS AS LIKELY POSSIBILITY, BUT IF INVITED, "WHY SHOULD 
I NOT GO? I WOULD BE HAPPY TO GO." ASAD AFFIRMED HIS 
DESIRE FOR PROGRESS TOWARD SETTLEMENT WITH ISRAEL DURING 
COMING YEAR. ZAKHEM SAID HE HAD ARRANGED APPOINTMENT 
THROUGH FORMER CLASSMATE DR GEORGE JABBOUR WHO IS 
NOW DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH AT SYRIAN PRESIDENCY. 

5. COMMENT: IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ZAKHEM - WHO DISCOURSED WITH 
ASAD IN ARABIC AND LARDED TALKS WITH PRAISE FOR SYRIAN 
LEADER'S SUCCESS IN "SAVING LEBANON" - MAY HAVE ELICITED 
FROM ASAD MORE FRANK EXPRESSIONS OF HIS GENERAL 

TREND OF THOUGHT ABOUT LEBANON THAN THIS NORMALLY CAUTIOUS 
MAN USUALLY CONVEYS. ON OTHER HAND, ZAKHEM HIMSELF MAY BE 
READING TOO MUCH INTO SOME HISTORICAL COMMENTS MADE BY 
PRESIDENT. ZAKHEM SAID HE WOULD TRY TO GET IN TOUCH WITH 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS UPON RETURN TO U.S.; EMBOFF 
SUGGESTED HE CONTACT DRAPER OR CAROLAN IN NEA/ARN. 

MURPHY 
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